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“discovering and protecting wild, wonderful rivers!”

Participant Application Form
* Deadline extended (SLO Participants only): June 13, 2014 *

Does this describe you?
· [image: image5.jpg]-

SAVE THE SOCA

ALLIANCE FOR A LIVING RIVER



You want to get your feet wet this summer?
...while you explore wild rivers of Austria and Slovenia during a 2 week international youth exchange that will cover 200 kilometers by foot, boat, and bicycle with ca. 20 other young people?
· You are a motivated young adult (between 15-30 years old)?
…and are active or want to get active for the environment?
· You are interested in meeting people from other parts of Europe?
…and want to spend 2 weeks getting to know them, locals, and experts better?
· You are looking to expand your leadership skills, outdoor (camping) skills, and…

…help to protect wild and wonderful rivers in the Alps?

If you answered, „yes!“ to all of these questions then = you are perfect for this project! 
Join us on this exciting journey from the high Alps of East Tyrol to the crystal blue waters of the Soča River in Slovenia and get active for wild rivers!
Where and When?  
The exchange will start in Hinterbichl, East Tyrol in the National Park Hohe Tauern area on July 10, 2014.  

From there we will walk, boat, and bike for ca. 200 kilometers and follow the Isel River to the Drau, cross the Slovenian border and continue through Triglav National Park to our destination The Emerald Queen of the Alps – the Soča River! 
We will end our trip in Kobarid, Slovenia on July 24, 2014.

Why are we doing this?

The number of free-flowing, intact rivers left in the Alps is dwindling and WWF and many local partners are actively protecting the last wild rivers in Austria and Slovenia. We want to increase the awareness of the importance of free flowing rivers, connect active and motivated young adults from Austria and Slovenia, develop participants’ leadership skills and form deep personal connections to two incredible river systems: the Isel River (Austria) and the Soča River (Slovenia).  More info at: www.wwf.at/riverwalk  
How much does this cost? 
We are anxiously waiting to hear back about our application for EU funding and so it is not possible to say right now if there will be a participant fee. If we receive the funding, it will be minimal: you’ll be responsible for 30% of your travel costs.  If we don’t get approved, we are estimating a participant fee of 100,00 EUR, plus your travel costs.  This fee would cover all costs (camping fees, meals, outdoor activities, etc.).
Part 1:  Your Contact Information

Your Name: 
_________________________________________________ 




Last 



First

Date of Birth:  
      /       /___   
   Your current age:  

Address: 

___________________________________   

Town/City: 
___________________________________ 
Country:
___________________________________ 
Postal code: 
__________________ 
Email: 

_____________________________________ 
Phone: 

_____________________________ 



Check one: 

( Male  /  ( Female
Emergency Contact Information

In case of an emergency, who should we contact? Name:______________________________________________

Phone: _______________________________
Part 2: Your motivation
Please answer the following questions as honestly as you can. You do not have to be an excellent writer to give great answers—just be yourself.
1. Why?  Why do you want to participate in this project Riverwalk? What do you hope to get out of the project?
2. What do you bring?  We believe everyone has something to offer! What can you bring to the project?  (special skills, experience, “know-how”, personal qualities, etc.)
3. Your experience:  While not required, it is good for us to know: How much experience do you have in camping/outdoor activities? Do you have experience with environmental projects, campaigns, etc.? Please briefly describe your experience with….
1) Camping/outdoor activities:

2) Environmental/international projects:
4. English will be the common language during the exchange. How comfortable do you feel communicating in English?
5. IMPORTANT!!! Are you prepared, willing, and able to… (please check all that apply)

· Hike for up to 15-25km (ca. 4-6 hours) in moderate+ difficult terrain with a 10-15 kg backpack (carrying your clothes, sleeping bag, some food, etc.) during different hiking sections of the project?

· Raft a class 3 (moderate difficulty) river for 3 hours?
· Ride a bike for 20-30km/day (ca. 3-4 hours) on easy- moderate terrain during the biking section of the trip?

· Camp outside for the entire 2 weeks?

· Have limited access to showers (possible at most campsites)?
· Bring (purchase, rent, or own) the necessary equipment for camping (sleeping bag, backpack, hiking shoes, sleeping pad, etc.)?

· Live and “work” (cooking, for example) closely with ca. 20 other young adults for the length of the program?

· Prepare for the project (workshops, planning – as necessary) with the team from your country before the event?  (join possible Skype calls, meetings, etc.)
If you could not check any of these boxes above, please explain why below:
	

	

	

	


Declaration of consent:
With my signature I confirm that, if I am accepted to participate in the Riverwalk project, I will attend and participate actively in this exchange, given no unexpected circumstances prevent me from doing so, for the entire length of the project: July 10-24, 2014.*
__________________________                  _____________________
Name                              
Date
* If you cannot attend the entire time, please list the dates that you CAN attend. 

Dates when I can attend: _______________________________________ 
Application process:

We will notify all successful applicants by June 19. Participants are expected to assist between June and the start date in the planning and preparation of the event.  
Thank you for completing the application! 
Please send it by June 13, 2014 to: ales.ogorevc@ekosola.si (Slovenia).
For further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact: Nathan Spees +43 676 834 88305  or nathan.spees@wwf.at 
More info on Riverwalk at: www.river-walk.eu
